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Sponsorship Opportunity with Southern Colorado Velo
Dear …,
We invite your business to partner with Southern Colorado Velo for the 2011 cycling season.  So Co Velo is a non-profit and non-exclusive bicycle club and race team for men, women and juniors engaging in multiple cycling disciplines (road, track, cross, mountain and triathlon/duathlon). Our newly established club is based in Colorado Springs and consists of riders with a wide range of ability levels ranging from Pro’s to beginners.  Within are first year we have grown to over 80 members strong. Our seasoned racers will be helping to develop those individuals new to the sport of cycling. One way we will accomplish this is by waiving the membership fee for all racers under the age of 23 in order to facilitate their introduction and longevity in the sport.  The fundamental goal of the organization is to promote the sport of cycling in Colorado, and provide an avenue for more individuals to enter the sport and learn about competing in it.
Sponsorship dollars will be allocated towards promoting our clinics and races for 2011, junior and U23 memberships, filing fees for our 501(c) 3 nonprofit status, USA Cycling dues, American Cycling Association dues, Colorado Velodrome Association dues, club insurance, and team uniform set up fees.  
Product sponsors will be used for the race team and also club members. Product sponsors in Cycling are always a tremendous help.
Sponsorship Levels:
1. Choose the sponsorship package level that fits your current marketing budget and needs:
Sponsorship Package:
• $250 to $4,000 Investment, as well as Product Option (see levels A, B, C, D, E & F below)
Sponsorship Package Levels
 A: Title Sponsorship $4,000: Title Sponsor – only one (1) available. The Title Sponsor enjoys the benefits of having a rolling marketing entity bearing its logo throughout the season. Title Sponsor Logo will be placed in the middle of the jersey (front and back). Also includes one of our handsomely framed jerseys to display in the sponsor’s place of business, as well as (all benefits listed in the Member Level Sponsorship package). “Title” Sponsor retains exclusive rights to be only sponsor of like kind on jersey.
B: “Presented By” Sponsorship: $2,500: Secondary only to title sponsorship – only two (2) available. This sponsor will be listed as the “Presented By” sponsor on all marketing materials, as well as the So Co Velo official website, etc. Also includes (all benefits listed in the Member Level Sponsorship Package). “Presented By” Sponsor Logo will be placed directly underneath the Title Sponsor Logo on both sides of the jersey, as well as the prime location on the back of the shorts. Also includes one of our handsomely framed jerseys to display in the sponsor’s place of business. “Presented By” Sponsor retains exclusive rights to be only sponsor of like kind on jersey.
C: Elite Level Sponsorship: $1,500: Limited Sponsorships Available- only two (2) available Includes highly prominent location on shoulder of jersey, as well as on the side panel of the shorts. Also provided is a large personalized plaque to display in the sponsor’s place of business. (Includes all benefits listed in the Member Level Sponsorship Package). “Elite” Level Sponsor retains exclusive rights to be only sponsor of like kind on jersey.
D: Member Level Sponsorship Package: $500: Limited Sponsorships Available. Includes logos on jersey, inclusion on all promotional material such as race flyers & web site, as well as rights to advertise (business flyers, booths, product demonstrations, etc.). A plaque to display in the sponsor’s place of business. “Member Level” Sponsor does not retain rights to be the only sponsor of like kind on jersey.
E: Supporting Level Member Package: $250.00: Multiple Sponsorships Available. Inclusion on race flyers & web site as well as rights to advertise (business flyers, booths, product demonstrations, etc.). Also included is a plaque to display in the sponsor’s place of business. “Supporting Level” Sponsor does not retain rights to be the only sponsor of like kind.
F: Product Sponsorship Package: Racing bicycles requires thousands of dollars in initial investment, and hundreds of dollars per year in maintenance costs in order to race on the latest, safest, most reliable equipment. Our team welcomes sponsorships from cycling product manufacturers who are searching for an association with a top ranked regional cycling team. The Product Sponsorship Package includes all the benefits of the Member Sponsorship Package. “Product” Sponsor does not retain rights to be the only sponsor of like kind.

Thank you for your interest and we look forward to partnering with you in 2011.
Please visit our website at: http://socovelo.com/

Thank you for giving this your consideration.
Sincerely,
Southern Colorado Velo
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2011 Goals and Events
· Enroll new members.
· Members of race team will participate in over 200 combined days of racing in 2011           (March through December).
· Promote a Bike Rodeo for students at an Elementary school in Colorado Springs.
· Promote a Track Clinic and Race, 7-11 Velodrome Colorado Springs.
· Promote a Cyclocross Clinic, Bear Creek Park Colorado Springs.
· Conduct Trail Maintenance with local organizations.
· Promote a Triathlete Clinic.
· Promote local Weekly Training rides based on ability level.
· Promote and organize local Women Specific road and mountain group rides.
· Continue with are Monthly Newsletter.
· Continue to promote our Internet presence (website and facebook etc).
· Provide entry to the sport for juniors (ages <18) and U23 (18-23) riders by waiving membership fees and providing guidance from experienced members. 
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What Can Sponsoring Our Team Do For Your Company?
• Everyday Marketing – So Co Velo is a rolling billboard for your company. Sponsoring a cycling team provides constant and continuous publicity in your communities throughout the entire year. Throughout the week we are riders from the local area training 2-6 hours a day on the same roads on which your targeted market drives. Every time a potential customer drives by us they get a healthy dose of your corporate logo.
Many team members will appear at special events deemed necessary or appropriate by our sponsors to actively promote your products and organization.
• Race Publicity – Our aggressive racing schedule will take the team from coast to coast, where every weekend thousands of spectators will see us compete at the highest levels of cycling competition. From talking with spectators and autograph signing to photo opportunities on the victory podium, races provide a great opportunity for corporate publicity.
• Media publicity – Newspapers and television (both locally and throughout the west) report our team’s race performance and community involvement. Media publicity at a fraction of the cost compared to traditional means.
• Corporate Image- We are a team of local athletes who compete at the highest levels in our sport. We do this by training 20+ hours a week, rain or shine, 12 months a year. We know success, understand dedication and sacrifice, and continually strive for excellence. We do this while maintaining a professional demeanor unparalleled in most other sports. By joining our team you are supporting true athletes.
Marketing Opportunity
Bicycle racing is an exciting sport that has enjoyed tremendous growth in the United States. In your sponsorship of our team, your targeted market will include not only the bicycle riders, but also cycling fans. A secondary target audience is made up of business associates, family members and friends. By sponsoring our team you will be given a distinct opportunity to reach this broad and growing market that has yet to reach its potential. More significantly, sponsoring our cycling team helps foster a positive public image for your company by affiliating your company with a young, fit and ambitious group of elite athletes. In addition sponsoring our team also gives you exposure to race fans and other racers. Throughout the 2010 season spectators lined the race courses, reaching record numbers in the most common of cycling events, the criterium. These races maximize visibility and exposure by featuring a race of many laps on a short course in a “downtown” type location. Racing in these downtown venues gives spectators the chance to familiarize themselves with their favorite teams by the colors and logos found on the racers uniforms, much like a NASCAR event. This allows the audience, who may have just stumbled upon the race, to call out and cheer on their favorite team by yelling their title sponsor’s name each and every lap. Cycling races also give the team a chance to interact directly with the spectators before and after the races, unlike most other professional sports.
Colorado, like much of the country, has developed a fascination for cycling for both participants and spectators alike. Take a moment to review the following information to see how we can help fulfill your marketing needs.
Facts/Demographics - Bicycling in the U.S.
A) Participation
• Bicycling is the 2nd most popular sport in the world and rapidly growing in the US.
• Participation is nearly equally divided between men and women. (Data compiled by American Diabetes Association)
87% are between the ages of 18 and 44
60%-70% are male
30%-40% are female
63% are professional/post high school education
• 5,100,00 adults 18-24 participate more than 110 days per year.
• There are more cyclists in the US than skiers, golfers, & tennis player’s combined.
• Total US bicyclists: 99 million.
B. Sales
• Worldwide bicycle production exceeded 100 million units for the 13th year in a row.
• The U.S. bicycle industry grew by more than 8.5% since 1994, with over $4.6 billion in retail sales.
• 88% of households own at least one bicycle; 54% have more than two – that number is growing in the
• Bicycling represents a $3.5 billion industry in the US alone.
C. Competitive Cycling
• Team sponsorship has been successfully reinforced at a professional and amateur level by numerous U.S. brands, including: Volkswagen, Coors, Chevrolet, Ford, Saab, Volvo, Coca-Cola, Gatorade, Motorola, 7-Eleven, and the Discovery Channel.
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Current Sponsors 2010
· Bicycle Village
· Alliance Financial Partners
· Colorado Springs Health Partners, P.C.
· Nordstrom Design Custom Steel Bikes
· Spherical Design
· Wheeler Farms

Product Sponsors 2010
· Trek
· Gary Fisher
· World Wide Coaching
· Smith Optics
· Fizik
· Kenda
· Sport Leggs
· Crank Brothers
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